Dead Words: Words to Avoid in Formal Writing

You will find several Dead Words listed below.  Use a Thesaurus to find synonyms
AVOID:
All Abbreviations 

Contractions


Clichés



All slang

A lot



After a while



All of a sudden



Always



Bad



Best



Weird


Big



Cute

Dumb



Every



Everything



Fun

Funny



Get



Getting



Good



Got



Great



Interesting



Just



Later on



Like



Lots



Many

Mad

Sad

Neat






Nice



Numerous



Only



Pretty



Rather



Really



Said



Scary


So

Some

Stuff


Stupid


Strange


Suddenly


Super


Then


There

Thing

I think

I feel 

I believe
Sort of, kind of, maybe



Very



Well


You, your, yours,

You know

We

Our

Us

Can you think of others?  List them on this page:

Transition Words: Words to use in Formal Writing

	Transition Words: 

Above all

Accordingly
Additionally

After

Afterwards

Again

Also

Although

Another

Around

As a result 

As if 

As long as

As soon as

As though 

As well as

At length

At once 

Away from

Before

Beforehand

Besides

Between

By comparison

Certainly

Compared with/to

Consequently 

Despite the fact

Earlier

Either

Equally

Equally important
Even more

Even so

Even though

Farther

Final 

Finally


	Following

For

For example
For instance 

For one thing

Formerly 

Further

Furthermore

Hence

However

If

Immediately

In addition (to)

In comparison

In fact

In order to
In other words

In spite of

In the same manner

Indeed

Initially

Inside

Instead

Instead of

Last

Last of all

Lastly

Later

Least of all

Likewise
Meanwhile

Moreover

Most of all

Nearly 

Neither

Nevertheless

Next

Next to last

Not

Not unlike


	Not withstanding

Now

On the contrary

On the other hand

Once more

Otherwise

Over

Previously

Primarily

Provided that

Repeatedly

Similarly

Since

Soon

Specifically

Still

Subsequently

Then 

Thereafter

Therefore

Though

Thus
To illustrate

To exemplify

To express

To deconstruct

To emphasize

Toward

Underneath

Unfortunately

Unless

Until

When

Where

Whereas

While

Worse

Worst of all

	Avoid any form of the word “says:” Replace with…

Argues
Concludes

Comments

Maintains
Suggests

Insists

Observes

Notes

States
Posits

Conveys

Claims
Demonstrates

Explains

Counters

Asserts

Reveals
Holds

	Avoid Starting sentences with these words…

A

An

The 

Next

First

Second(ly)

Third(ly)

So
Avoid Passive Voice: Instead of “be” verbs use these…

Appears 

Becomes

Continues

Remains

Grows

Looks

Exemplifies

Seems

Depicts 

Illustrates

Evolves

Turns

Constructs

Deconstructs




